The purpose of this study was to compare conversational patterns between mothers and Down syndrome children with those between mothers and normally developing children. Patterns of maternal interaction with 2-and 3-year-old Down syndrome children and a developmentally matched sample of nonretarded children were analyzed with the turn-taking paradigm developed by Kaye & Charney (1980 (Mahoney & Snow, 1983) , comparisons between groups of normal and mentally retarded children that are matched according to level of mental development indicate that mentally retarded children have significantly lower levels of language functioning than normal children (Rondal, 1978a; Mahoney, Glover, & Finger, 1981 (Lenneberg, 1967) or have a lag in the development of the neurological maturity required for language learning. The second hypothesis is that there may be deficiencies in the quality of language and/or communicative interaction between mothers, or other primary language agents, and mentally retarded children which interfere with children acquiring language (Mahoney, 1975; Mahoney & Seeley, 1976 (Snow, 1977) . This theory is based upon informationprocessing notions of language learning, according to which children's facility at learning language is related to the match between the linguistic features of their language input and their current level of communicative competence (Shatz, 1981) . The second theory is that early conversations and other interactions between mothers and their children are the critical foundation for language learning (Bruner, 1983 , Wells, 1981 (Bruner, 1974/75 (Rondal, 1978b; Cunningham, Reuler, Blackwell, & Deck, 1981) . Mothers of mentally retarded children, however, have been reported to be more directive (Cunningham et al., 1981) , to talk more frequently, and to be less attuned to their children's conversational topics (Petersen & Sherrod, 1982) . These findings suggest that, although mothers of mentally retarded children provide appropriate language input, they differ somewhat from mothers of normal children in the manner in which they converse with their children. ' Only one study has been reported that has attempted to link language interaction to the rate of development achieved by mentally retarded children. Mahoney (1983) The study has been designed to yield data which will have direct implications for theories of language interaction based upon communication models of language development.
The primary scheme for analyzing interaction is the turntaking paradigm developed by Charney (1980, 1981 (Bruner, 1983 
